The Musket Wars
What are The Musket Wars?
A series of intertribal conflicts, beginning in the early 1810s and ending in the late 1830s, in which European weapons, particularly muskets, were used for the first time on a large scale in Maori warfare.  The scale and ferocity of Maori warfare increased dramatically, causing mass migration and depopulation. Factors given for the end of The Musket Wars include increased European settlement (resulting in an increased military presence), exhaustion of resources, and war weariness from years of constant fighting. Also, Christianity meant Maori converts shunned war as a means of revenge.
Before The Musket Wars

Small raiding parties of no more than 200 men, which were generally localized in scope (short range, low endurance, typically measured in weeks not months. Weapons were melee (hand to hand) with some ranged weapons like throwing spears, but no long range projectiles (no bow and arrow or slings).
Maori culture, society and ethos (including Mana) favored one-on-one engagements with ‘nominated champions’ battling. The goal was often to protect or diminish individual or tribal standing. Warfare at this period was not decisive. The enemy was rarely wiped out completely even if victory was achieved. The best evidence of this is Maori oral traditions of multi-generational rivalry between groups. 
Long Term Effects of the Musket Wars
A large amount of European weaponry, and the experience of using and maintaining it, in the hands of Maori. This would cause problems for later European expansion. Maori depopulation and increased trade with Europeans as well as land sales significantly changed society. The signing of  the Treaty of Waitangi is a possible result of the instability caused by this period of conflict, as all parties would then be protected by British crown forces.
Changing perspectives on The Musket Wars

	‘Traditional’ view
	‘Modern‘ view

	Musket was the most important European import. Devastating new weapon that changed society.
	European Potato was the most important import. Meant more food for less work, and could be grown by Maori to sell to the Europeans.

	Muskets created imbalance in tribal power (the “haves” and the “have not’s”).
	Potatoes freed up manpower – less labor and more crop yield meant more men could go to war and stay at war longer.

	Maori changed their economy by producing goods to trade with Europeans to gain muskets.
	The change was happening already due to the economic effects of the introduction of potatoes. 


What We Think
A synthesis of both traditional and modern views, where Muskets and Potatoes both had a huge affect on Maori society and warfare. They both affected the means of warfare (how) but not the reasons (why). The reasons for war were still tribal rivalries. The more successful tribes were able to grow more and trade more, becoming more powerful as a result. 
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